APPENDIX: FLOWCHART OF LEGALLY DISTINCT WORDINGS OF
CRIMINAL HISTORY QUESTIONS USED BY COMMON APPLICATION
SCHOOLS, 2019-2020
Does the
question ask
only about
court
determinations,
or does it also
include
charges,
arrests, or
warnings?

What sorts of
offenses are
included in the
question?

Does the
question
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records?

What is the
legal status of
the
proceedings?

Full question wording, as written on the school
supplement to the Common Application

Does not
include
charges or
arrests

All crimes

Protects
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Conviction
and
adjudications

Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of a misdemeanor, felony, or other crime? Note that
you are not required to answer "yes" to this
question, or provide an explanation, if the criminal
adjudication or conviction has been expunged,
sealed, annulled, pardoned, destroyed, erased,
impounded, or otherwise required by law or ordered
by a court to be kept confidential
Have you entered a plea of no contest or nolo
contendere, or an Alford plea, to a misdemeanor,
felony, or other criminal charge; or received a
deferred prosecution or prayer for judgment
continued for such a charge; or otherwise accepted
responsibility for such a crime? [Note that you are
not required to answer "yes" to this question or
provide an explanation, if the criminal adjudication
or conviction has been expunged, sealed, annulled,
pardoned, destroyed, erased, impounded, or
otherwise ordered by a court to be kept
confidential.
Have you ever been convicted of a crime?

Convictions,
adjudications,
and cases
where the
applicant
plead out

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Cases where
applicant
plead out only
Convictions
and cases
where
applicant
plead out
Cases where
applicant
plead out, and
some specific
legal
consequences

Have you ever been convicted of a felony or other
crime?
Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor,
felony, or other crime?
Have you entered a plea of no contest to a
misdemeanor, felony or other criminal charge?
Have you ever (i) been convicted of a crime; (ii)
entered a plea of guilty, a plea of no contest, or any
other plea other than a plea of not guilty in
response to a criminal charge; or (iii) otherwise
accepted responsibility for the commission of a
crime?*
Have you entered a guilty, no contest, nolo
contendere or Alford plea to a criminal charge or a
plea under a first offender act?; Do you have a
restraining order, order of protection or any other
form of legal injunction pending?*
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Cases where
applicant
plead out, and
deferred
prosecution
Convictions
and
adjudications
Indirectly
requires
disclosure by
asking about
incarceration
or school
absence

All crimes
except traffic

Protects
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Convictions
and
adjudications

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Convictions
and cases
where
sentenced to
a correctional
institution
Convictions
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out

Have you entered a plea of no contest or nolo
contendere, or an Alford plea, to a misdemeanor,
felony, or other criminal charge; or received a
deferred prosecution or prayer for judgment
continued for such a charge; or otherwise accepted
responsibility for such a crime?*
Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of a felony, or other crime?
Have you ever been adjudicated or convicted of a
misdemeanor, felony or other crime?
Are you currently incarcerated in a federal, state, or
local penitentiary, prison, jail reformatory, work
farm, or similar correctional facility?
Are you currently incarcerated or will you be
incarcerated upon or during your enrollment?
Has your high/secondary school attendance been
interrupted for more than 30 consecutive days?
(Applicants who check yes are asked to provide a
detailed explanation)
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or other
crime? (Note: You are not required to answer yes
to the criminal history question if the criminal
adjudication or conviction: (1) has been expunged,
sealed, annulled, pardoned, destroyed, erased,
impounded, or otherwise ordered by a court to be
kept confidential; (2) was a first conviction for
misdemeanor drunkenness, simple assault,
speeding, minor traffic violations, or disturbance of
the peace; (3) any conviction of a misdemeanor
where the conviction occurred more than five years
prior to the date of this application, unless you were
sentenced to imprisonment upon conviction of the
misdemeanor, or you have been convicted of
another criminal offense within the five-year
period.).
Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of a criminal offense other than a traffic violation?
Note that you are not required to answer "yes" to
this question, or provide an explanation, if the
criminal adjudication or conviction has been
expunged, sealed, annulled, pardoned, destroyed,
erased, impounded, or otherwise ordered by a
court to be kept confidential.
Have you ever been convicted of any offense other
than a minor traffic offense?
Have you ever had a court conviction of any kind,
other than a minor traffic violation?
Have you ever been convicted of criminal or civil
offenses other than minor traffic violations?
Have you ever been convicted of any crime (other
than traffic violations) or been sentenced to a
correctional or penal institution?

Have you ever been convicted of or entered a plea
of guilty or no contest to a crime other than a minor
traffic offense?
Have you ever been convicted of, committed,
pleaded no contest to, or had adjudication withheld
with respect to a criminal act other than a minor
traffic violation? *
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Felonies and
misdemeanors

Protects
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
and findings
of guilt

Convictions
and
adjudications

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Have you ever been convicted of, or pled guilty or
nolo contendere (no contest) to, any crime (except
minor traffic citations) or been placed on courtsupervised probation for any offense that has not
been expunged? (NOTE: Mere passage of time
does NOT result in expungement. For a record to
be expunged you must have filed a legal petition
and received a court order expressly granting
expungement of the offense from your record.)*
Have you ever been convicted of a crime or agreed
to a court-accepted plea (e.g. guilty plea, nolo
contendere, Alford plea)? This question does not
apply to routine traffic violations.
Have you ever been found guilty or convicted of a
misdemeanor or felony? Note that you are not
required to answer "yes" to this question, or provide
an explanation, if the criminal adjudication or
conviction has been expunged, sealed, annulled,
pardoned, destroyed, erased, impounded, or
otherwise required by law or ordered by a court to
be kept confidential.
Have you ever been judged guilty or convicted of a
misdemeanor or felony? Note that you are not
required to answer "yes" to this question, or provide
an explanation, if the criminal judgement or
conviction has been removed, sealed or otherwise
required by law or ordered by a court to be kept
confidential.
Have you ever been found guilty or convicted of a
misdemeanor or felony crime? If the conviction has
been pardoned or sealed, you are not required to
answer yes or to explain the conviction.
Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of a misdemeanor or felony? Note that you are not
required to answer "yes" to this question, or provide
an explanation, if the criminal adjudication or
conviction has been expunged, sealed, annulled,
pardoned, destroyed, erased, impounded, or
otherwise required by law or ordered by a court to
be kept confidential
Have you ever been adjudicated guilty of a
misdemeanor or felony? (Note: You may answer
no to this question if the criminal adjudication was
withheld, or has been expunged, sealed, annulled,
pardoned, destroyed, erased, impounded, or
otherwise required by law or order of a court to be
kept confidential.)*
Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of a misdemeanor or felony? Note that you are not
required to answer "yes" to this question or to
provide any explanation if the criminal adjudication
or conviction was nullified or otherwise required by
law or court order to be kept confidential.
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or
misdemeanor?
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or a
gross misdemeanor
Have you ever been convicted of a crime (felony or
misdemeanor) in any state or country?
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or
misdemeanor (other than a minor offense)?
Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor or
felony at the age of 18 or older? *
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Convictions
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out
Convictions
and
adjudications
Convictions
and findings
of guilt
Felonies and
misdemeanors
minus traffic

Protects
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
and cases
where
applicant
plead out

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Convictions
and
adjudications
Convictions
and findings
of guilt
Specifies
particular
sentences

Have you ever been convicted of, or plead guilty or
no contest to a felony or misdemeanor?
Within the last five years, have you been
adjudicated guilty, pled guilty, or convicted of a
misdemeanor or felony?
Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of a misdemeanor and/or felony?
Has a juvenile delinquency court or an adult
criminal court found you guilty or responsible in any
way for a violation of a misdemeanor or felony?*
Have you ever been found guilty or convicted of a
misdemeanor or felony?*
Have you ever been convicted of, or pled guilty or
no contest to, any felony or misdemeanor, other
than: - An arrest or other detention that did not
result in a conviction, or in which a conviction was
vacated; - A first conviction for any of the following
misdemeanors: drunkenness, simple assault,
speeding, minor traffic violations, affray or
disturbance of the peace; or - Any misdemeanor
conviction that occurred more than five years
before your application for admission, unless you
were also sentenced to imprisonment, or were
convicted of any additional offense within the five
year period. Note that you are not required to
answer yes to this question, or provide an
explanation, if the criminal adjudication or
conviction has been expunged, sealed, annulled,
pardoned, destroyed, erased, impounded, or
otherwise ordered by a court to be kept
confidential.
Other than minor traffic offenses, have you ever
been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor? *
Have you ever been convicted of any criminal
offense other than: a misdemeanor more than five
years ago, or a first conviction for drunkenness,
simple assault, speeding, minor traffic violations,
affray, or disturbance of the peace?
Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor or
felony? You may answer NO to this question if:1)
The conviction has been vacated 2) You were
found guilty for the first time of a misdemeanor for
drunkenness, simple assault, speeding, minor
traffic violations, affray or disturbance of the peace)
The conviction for a misdemeanor occurred more
than five years prior to the date of this application,
unless you were sentenced to imprisonment upon
conviction of the misdemeanor, or unless you were
convicted of any other offense within the five years'
period.
Criminal History: Excluding minor traffic offenses,
have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of a misdemeanor of felony.
Have you ever been found guilty or convicted of a
misdemeanor or felony? Note, this does not include
minor traffic violations such as speeding or parking
tickets.
Have you ever been convicted of a felony, a
misdemeanor that resulted in a sentence of
imprisonment, or a misdemeanor within the last five
years? (Under Massachusetts law, you may
exclude from your answer any convictions which
were vacated, and first convictions for the

4

misdemeanors of drunkenness, simple assault,
speeding, minor traffic violations, affray, or
disturbance of the peace.)
Only felonies

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Convictions
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out

Only
Misdemeanors

All felonies
and specified
other serious
offenses

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Convictions
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out
Convictions
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
Have you ever been convicted of a felony, other
than a conviction that has been vacated?
Have you ever been dismissed academically,
dismissed for disciplinary reasons, convicted of a
felony, or used alcohol, tobacco or non-medical
drugs during the last 12 months? If yes, please
write a brief explanation.
Have you ever been convicted of or plead guilty to
a felony?
Have you been convicted or pleaded guilty to a
felony within the last 7 years?
Have you ever been convicted of, pled guilty to, or
pled no contest to a felony?
Have you ever been convicted of a felony offense?
A conviction is an adjudication of guilt and includes
pleas of nolo contendere (no contest). Please
disregard: minor traffic violations, misdemeanors,
offenses committed before your 18th birthday which
were adjudicated in juvenile court under a Youth
Offender Law, and any charges which have been
expunged by a court or for which you successfully
completed an Accelerated Rehabilitative
Disposition Program.
Within the past 3 years, have you been convicted of
any misdemeanor for which the sentence was
imprisonment, excluding a first conviction for any of
the following: drunkenness, simple assault, simple
drug possession, speeding, minor traffic violations,
affray, or disturbance of the peace? (You do not
need to include any conviction where the conviction
has been vacated)
Within the last five years, have you ever been
convicted of a misdemeanor (other than a first
conviction for drunkenness, simple assault,
speeding, minor traffic violations, affray or
disturbance of the peace) that resulted in
imprisonment?
Have you ever been convicted of, pled guilty to, or
pled no contest to a misdemeanor?

Have you ever been convicted of, pled guilty to, or
pled no contest to a felony or sexual offense, which
includes, but is not limited to, sexual harassment,
sexual assault, sexual violence, domestic or dating
violence, and stalking? * ; Are you currently on
probation, the subject of pending charges or an
indictment, or subject to arrest, for any criminal
offense, including felonies or lesser offenses?*
Have you ever been convicted of a felony, or
convicted of any crime involving sexual offenses or
drug distribution, sale, or manufacture? Conviction
for the purpose of this question includes pleas of no
contest or nolo contendre. Note that you are not
required to answer yes to this question or provide
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an explanation, if the criminal conviction has been
expunged.

Convictions
and specific
sentences

Convictions,
cases where
an applicant
plead out, and
some specific
sentences

Specific
offense
categories
only

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
only

Convictions
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out

Adjudications
only
Convictions
and
adjudications

Within the last seven years, you have been
adjudicated guilty of, convicted of, pled guilty to, or
entered a plea of no contest to (a) any felony or (b)
any criminal charge related to a sexual offense
(including, but not limited to, sexual harassment,
sexual assault, sexual violence, domestic or dating
violence or stalking
Have you ever been convicted of a felony and/or
person crime, or have you ever been placed on
probation or entered into a diversion program for a
felony and/or a person crime
Does a previous conviction or diversion related to a
felony or a person crime require you to register
your name and home address with any local or
state law enforcement agency?
Have you ever pled guilty (or no contest) to or been
convicted of any felony (This EXCLUDES juvenile
court proceedings), or within the past 10 years pled
guilty (or no contest) to or otherwise been convicted
of a misdemeanor crime involving violence or the
threat of violence in any court (This EXCLUDES
juvenile court proceedings), or are you currently
required to register as a sex offender in any state?
(This INCLUDES juvenile offenders who are
required to register)*
Have you had any convictions* within the past five
years for assault, kidnapping, voluntary
manslaughter or murder?
Do you have any prior convictions OR prior
disciplinary history at another academic institution
(including pending disciplinary proceedings) for
stalking, sexual assault and/or domestic violence?*
Within the last seven years after the age of 14,
have you ever been convicted at trial, or plead
guilty to, a criminal offense involving violence,
physical force or the threat of physical force, a
sexual offense, possession of a weapon,
kidnapping, arson or any other offense which
caused physical harm to another person? You
should answer "no" if your conviction has been
sealed, expunged, or overturned or if you were
arrested but not convicted
Have you ever been adjudicated responsible for
any offense as a juvenile involving violent or
assaultive behavior, weapon possession, property
destruction or sexually-related offenses?*
Have you ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted
of stalking, sexual assault and/or domestic
violence? * Note: you are not required to answer
yes to these questions if the criminal adjudication
or conviction has been expunged, sealed, annulled,
destroyed, erased or otherwise required by law or
ordered by a court to be kept confidential.
Have you been adjudicated guilty or convicted of
assault, kidnapping, voluntary manslaughter or
murder within five years of submitting your
application for admission? *Note: you are not
required to answer yes to these questions if the
criminal adjudication or conviction has been
expunged, sealed, annulled, destroyed, erased or
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otherwise required by law or ordered by a court to
be kept confidential.

Specific
sentences

Includes
charges or
arrests or
formal
warnings

All crimes

Protects
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Arrests only

You are currently on probation for any prior criminal
action, subject to any restraining order or other
court-issued order that limits your ability to freely
interact with others or to travel, or are currently the
subject of any pending legal charges, any
indictment, or any outstanding warrant for your
arrest for any criminal offense that would be a
felony under applicable law or any criminal offense
that involves a charge of sexual misconduct
(including, but not limited to, sexual harassment,
sexual assault, sexual violence, domestic or dating
violence or stalking).
Do you currently have, or have you ever had, a
protective order issued against you?
Have you ever had a restraining order or protective
order (or a foreign legal equivalent) entered against
you?
Have you ever received a restraining order,
protective order or similar directive to avoid contact
with a group or individual? *
Are you, or have you ever been, a prohibited
person who cannot possess a firearm within the
meaning of 18 U.S.C.A. §922(g)
Do you have any pending criminal charges? * Note:
you are not required to answer yes to these
questions if the criminal adjudication or conviction
has been expunged, sealed, annulled, destroyed,
erased or otherwise required by law or ordered by a
court to be kept confidential.
Have you ever been charged or convicted for any
felony or found to be delinquent in any state or
country? [Note that you are not required to answer
yes to this question or provide an explanation, if
the adjudication or conviction has been expunged,
sealed, annulled, pardoned, destroyed, erased,
impounded, or otherwise ordered by a court to be
kept confidential.] *
Have you ever been arrested?

Arrests and
charges

Do you have any criminal charges pending against
you or any open arrest warrants?*

Arrests,
charges, and
convictions

Have you ever been arrested, charged, or
convicted of any criminal violation?*

Charges only

Do you have any criminal charges pending against
you?*
Have you ever been charged (including pending
charges) with a criminal offense, not including
charges which have resulted in a finding of not
guilty or a complete dismissal?
Do you have any currently pending criminal
charges (or a foreign legal equivalent) against you?
Do you have any charges pending against you
regarding a violation of state or federal law?
Have you ever been charged or convicted of a
crime (or a foreign legal equivalent) that has not
been expunged by a court?

Charges only

Charges and
convictions

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Charges and
convictions
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Charges,
convictions,
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out

All crimes
except traffic

Protects
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Charges,
convictions,
and
adjudications
Charges and
convictions

Arrests,
indictments,
and
convictions
Charges only
Charges and
convictions

Charges,
convictions,
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out

Have you ever been convicted of, or charged with,
a criminal offense or are you currently the subject
of any criminal proceeding?*
Have you ever pled guilty or been convicted of a
criminal offense or have charges pending against
you?*
Have you ever plead guilty or no contest,
participated in a pre-sentencing diversion program,
been convicted of a misdemeanor, felony, or other
crime, or currently have criminal charges pending
against you?*
Are you facing any pending charges, or have you
ever been adjudicated guilty or convicted of a
misdemeanor, felony, or other crime?
Have you ever been charged with a violation of the
law that resulted in a conviction, whether or not
adjudication was withheld? Have you been charged
with a violation of the law that is still pending and
could result in probation, community service, a jail
sentence, or the revocation or suspension of your
driver's license? Applicants are not required to
disclose a conviction or charges which were
expunged or sealed by the court. Applicants are not
required to disclose traffic citations which result
only in a fine. *
Charges, convictions, and cases where the
applicant plead out
Are there any criminal charges presently pending
against you other than a summary traffic offense?
Have you ever been convicted and/or have charges
pending of any criminal offense other than a minor
traffic violation?*
Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense
(including in juvenile court) other than a minor
traffic violation, or are there criminal charges
pending against you at this time?
Have you ever been convicted or are you awaiting
trial for any offense other than a minor traffic
violation?*
Have you ever been convicted of a crime other than
a traffic offense, or are any criminal charges now
pending against you?
Have you ever been convicted of any crime, under
civilian or military law, other than minor traffic
violations (or are you currently under indictment or
prosecution for any such crime)?
Do you have a pending criminal charge OR have
you have you ever been convicted of a crime, made
a plea of guilty or no contest, accepted a deferred
judgment, or been required to register your name
and home address with a local or state law
enforcement agency? (Misdemeanor traffic
offenses and charges which have been expunged
pursuant to applicable law are exempt.)
Have you ever been convicted of, or pled guilty or
no contest to, any misdemeanor, felony or other
crime other than parking violations, or are there
such charges pending against you at this time?*
Have you ever been convicted of or pled guilty to a
crime, other than a minor traffic offense, or are
there any criminal charges pending against you?
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Charges,
convictions,
cases where
applicant
plead out, and
some specific
sentences

Convictions,
adjudications,
and
delinquency
findings

Other than minor traffic offenses (e.g., speeding,
parking tickets, etc.), (1) have you ever been
adjudicated guilty or convicted, had a withheld
judgement, or pleaded no contest to a
misdemeanor, felony, or other crime, (2) are such
charges pending against you, or (3) have you been
required to register as a sex offender by any legal
authority in the U.S. or any other country? (Note: If
the criminal adjudication or conviction has been
expunged, sealed, annulled, pardoned, erased, or
otherwise ordered by the court to be kept
confidential, then you are not required to answer
"Yes" to this question, or provide an explanation):*
Do you have a pending criminal charge OR have
you ever been convicted of a crime, made a plea of
guilty or no contest, accepted a deferred
judgement, or been required to register your name
and home address with a local or state law
enforcement agency? (Misdemeanor traffic
offenses and charges which have been expunged
pursuant to applicable law are exempt.) *
Have you ever been charged with a violation of the
law, misdemeanor and/or felony (even if
adjudication was withheld) which resulted in, or, if
still pending could result in, probation, community
service, restitution, a jail sentence or the revocation
or suspension of your driver's license (you are not
required to include traffic violations which only
resulted in a fine)
Are you currently charged with a criminal violation
of any kind; OR Have you ever been charged with a
criminal violation of any kind, which resulted in any
form of sentence or punishment, including charges
in which adjudication was withheld on any form of
condition (e.g. completion of a treatment program,
a period of court supervision, etc.). NOTE: Do not
include current or past traffic violations in which the
only outcome was (or is limited to) a fine. NOTE:
Do not include current or past traffic violations in
which the only outcome was (or is limited to) a fine.
Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense
other than a minor traffic violation, or been found to
be delinquent by a juvenile court, or are there such
charges currently pending against you at this time
Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense
in any city, state or country, other than a minor
traffic offense; entered a plea of guilty or nolo
contendere (no contest) to a criminal offense; had
adjudication of guilt withheld for a criminal offense;
participated in a first-offender or pre-trial diversion
program, or its equivalent; or committed any
criminal offense where the records have been
sealed or expunged? (Driving under the influence is
not a minor traffic offense for the purpose of this
question. Additionally, a criminal offense includes
those offenses committed as a juvenile.)
Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense
other than a minor traffic violation, or found to be
delinquent by a juvenile court, or are there any
such charges currently pending against you at this
time?
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Felony or
misdemeanor

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions,
delinquency
findings, and
cases where
an applicant
plead out

Other than a minor traffic offense, have you ever
plead guilty (or no contest) to or been found guilty
of a criminal offense, have you ever been judged to
be a juvenile delinquent, or do you have any
criminal charges pending against you?

Arrests,
charges, and
any case
where an
applicant was
the subject of
a criminal
proceeding

Have you:
1. Ever been charged with or convicted of a felony?
or
2. In the past 10 years, and including any pending
charges, been the subject of any criminal
proceeding other than a minor traffic violation?
Note: DUI is a crime, not a "minor" traffic violation.
If in doubt about what constitutes a "minor"
violation, you should answer "yes" to the question
above and provide specifics.
EXPUNGED RECORDS: We are not responsible if
records you believed were expunged are revealed
to the university.*
Have you ever been arrested or convicted of a
felony or misdemeanor

Arrests and
convictions
Charges and
convictions

Charges,
convictions,
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out

Includes
adjudications
Charges,
convictions,
suspended
imposition of
sentence, and
"civil
discipline."

Have you ever been charged or convicted of a
felony or misdemeanor (crime)
Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor or
felony or do you have charges pending
Have you ever been convicted of a crime (felony or
misdemeanor), or are such charges pending
against you, in any state or country? Exempt from
the preceding question are any proceedings
involving 'youthful offender adjudication' as defined
in NYS Criminal Procedure Law Section 720.35,
and any conviction sealed pursuant to NYS
Criminal Procedure Law Section 160.55 or 160.58.*
Have you ever been convicted of a crime, or are
any criminal charges against you unresolved or
pending?
This includes felonies or misdemeanors, alcohol
and/or drug offenses, or current criminal charges
that are pending or unresolved in any court or
tribunal, excluding minor traffic violations.
Convictions include judgments, findings of guilt by a
judge or jury, pleas of guilty or nolo contendere,
probation without verdict, disposition in lieu of trial,
and/or ARD.*
Have you ever been convicted of, or pled guilty or
no contest to, a misdemeanor or felony, or are
there any criminal charges pending against you at
the present time?*
Have you ever been charged or adjudicated guilty
or convicted of a misdemeanor or felony (or an
international legal equivalent)
Previous civil discipline must be disclosed.
Applicants must notify Admissions of civil discipline
history changes after date of application. Pending
charges and Suspended Imposition of Sentence SIS must also be disclosed. Have you been
convicted of a misdemeanor or a felony (pending
charges and SIS must be disclosed)?
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Felony or
misdemeanor,
no traffic
offenses

Felony only

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records
Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Charges,
convictions,
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out
Arrests,
charges, and
convictions

Have you ever been charged, convicted, or plead
guilty to a felony or misdemeanor (other than a
routine vehicle parking or moving violation)?

Charges only

Have you ever been charged with a felony (even if
adjudication was withheld)?
You have been charged or convicted for any felony
in any state or country (unless expunged)
Is any felony charge currently pending against
you?*
Are you now or have you ever been charged with or
indicted for an act you committed as a child that
would be a felony if committed by an adult?
Are you now or have you ever been charged with or
under indictment for a felony
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or do you
currently have felony charges pending against you?

Charges and
indictments

Charges and
convictions
Charges,
convictions,
and cases
where an
applicant
plead out
Felonies only,
no traffic
offenses

All felonies
plus select
more serious
offenses

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records
Protects
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Convictions
and cases
where the
applicant
plead out
Charges,
convictions,
cases where
the applicant
plead out

Have you ever been arrested for, charged with or
convicted of a felony?*

Do you currently have any pending felony charges
against you; or have you been convicted of a
felony, entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere,
or received a suspended/deferred sentence to a
felony charge?
Are you currently charged with a felony or have you
been convicted of or pled guilty to a felony in the
past 5 years?*
Have you ever plead guilty to or been convicted of
a felony, or is any felony charge currently pending
against you (this excludes minor traffic citations)?*

1) You are not required to answer "Yes" to the
below questions, or provide an explanation, if the
criminal conviction or adjudication has been sealed,
expunged, annulled, pardoned, or otherwise
ordered by a court to be kept confidential, 2) except
for the above, any pleas of guilt/no contest/nolo
contendre, an Alford plea, a finding or verdict of
guilt or responsibility, or acceptance of
responsibility for the commission of a crime,
regardless of whether sentence was imposed by a
court equal a conviction for purposes of this inquiry:
Do you have any criminal charges pending against
you or have you ever been convicted of a felony?
Do you have any criminal charges pending against
you or have you been convicted of a misdemeanor
other than a parking matter in the last 7 years, - or
at any time for: an offense that required you to
register in a sex offender database or registry, an
offense related to sexual harassment (including
abuse/assault/stalking), an offense of violence
(including bullying and/or intimate partner/domestic
violence), an offense of theft or forgery, or a drugrelated offense?
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Specific
offense
categories
only

Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records
Does not
protect
both
sealed and
expunged
records

Charges only

Do you presently have charges pending against
you for a felony and/or a person crime?

Formal
warnings

Have you been warned by the University of
Tennessee Police Department not to trespass on
University property? (part of a longer question on
discipline)
Have you ever personally received a written or oral
warning not to trespass on public or private
property? *
Have you ever been charged with a violation of the
law which resulted in, or if still pending could result
in, probation, community service, a jail sentence, or
the revocation or suspension of your driver's
license (including traffic violations which resulted in
a fine of $200 or more)? You are required to furnish
FSU with a list of all violations, and must include a
statement telling us what you have learned from
your past action(s). (If your records have been
expunged pursuant to applicable law, you are not
required to answer "Yes" to this question. If you are
unsure whether you should answer "Yes," we
strongly suggest you do so and fully disclose all
incidents. By doing so, you can avoid any risk of
disciplinary action or revocation of an offer of
admission.) *
Have you ever been charged with a violation of the
law that resulted in, or if still pending, could result in
probation, community service, a jail sentence or the
revocation or suspension of your driver's license?*
You have been charged or convicted for behavior
involving violence or harm to others (e.g. stalking,
domestic violence, assaults, etc.) in any state or
country (unless expunged)?
Have you ever been charged or convicted for any
behavior involving violence (e.g. murder, sexual
assault) or harm to others (e.g. stalking, domestic
violence, assaults, etc.) in any state or country?
[Note that you are not required to answer yes to
this question or provide an explanation, if the
adjudication or conviction has been expunged,
sealed, annulled, pardoned, destroyed, erased,
impounded, or otherwise ordered by a court to be
kept confidential.]*
As an adult or juvenile, I have been found legally
responsible for a sexual offense or I have sexual
offense charges pending against me at this time.*

Charges and
specific
sentences

Charges and
convictions

Applicant was
found "legally
responsible"
Asks broadly
about actions
that resulted
in intervention

Have you engaged in any behavior that caused
injury to any person(s) or property (including, for
example, but not limited to, vandalism or behavior
that led to a restraining order against you) which
resulted in some form of discipline or intervention?
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